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On May 23, the Christian Democrat Party (Partido Democrata Cristiano, PDC) held primary
elections to nominate a presidential candidate for the March 1994 general elections. Former foreign
minister and party secretary general Fidel Chavez Mena emerged victorious in the balloting over
former Ad Hoc Commission member and PDC founder Abraham Rodriguez. Chavez Mena said
he received about 60% of the 19,000 votes cast during the nationwide primary. Although Rodriguez
condemned a series of fraudulent practices which took place during the primary election, he
conceded defeat and vowed to work for unification of the party. In May 26 comments to reporters,
Chavez Mena discussed several issues related to his presidential bid. As expected, Chavez Mena
confirmed that the PDC has no intention of entering into an electoral alliance with other political
forces. Rodriguez, in contrast, had advocated formation of a broad electoral coalition. Chavez Mena
declared that if he wins the elections, he will push for the "complete demilitarization of Salvadoran
society." He added that, despite the reduction, purge and restructuring of the army which has taken
place as part of the Salvadoran peace process, "there is still much more to be done" in terms of
military reform. Regarding economic policy, Chavez Mena said he will promote a "social market
economy," with drastic reductions in military spending and increased budget outlays for health
and education. He added that other key ingredients of the PDC's economic platform would be a
far-reaching fiscal reform program and a reduction in the size of the public work force. Chavez
Mena also ran as the PDC presidential candidate in the last general elections, held in March 1989,
receiving only 36% of the vote. (Sources: Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news
service EFE, 05/24/93; Agence France- Presse, 05/23-26/93)
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